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Over the past three years, three major bipartisan pieces of legislation were passed by Congress 
and signed into law to confront and address the nation’s widespread over-prescribing and abuse 
of opioids.

How has this legislation, with numerous provisions involving law enforcement, public health, 
stricter oversight of opioid production and distribution, and healthcare financing and coverage, 
benefited local governments? 

What additional steps and policy changes can the federal government adopt to address the 
opioid epidemic and better assist local stakeholders?

What grant opportunities are available for local governments and agencies to combat the crisis in 
their communities?

IN TRO D U CTIO N



W H AT CO N G RESS D ID



Comprehensive Addiction and Recovery Act 
of 2016
• Passed the House by a vote of 407-5; passed the Senate by a vote of 92-

2.

• The law authorizes over $181 million annually for fiscal years 2017 -
2021 in new funding to fight the opioid epidemic.

• The largest new grant program for local governments is the 
Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Grant Program ($103 million annually), 
run by the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ). The program codifies a 
grant program at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) to expand access to life-saving opioid 
overdose reversal drugs by supporting the purchase and distribution of 
opioid overdose reversal drugs and training for first responders and other 
key community sectors.



21st Century Cures Act

• Passed the House by a vote of 392-26; passed the Senate by a vote of 94-5.

• The law creates a new opioid grant program, authorized at $500 million annually 
for FYs 2017 and 2018, for States to respond to the opioid abuse crisis. 

• Run by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), this grant 
program supports state responses to opioid abuse. Specifically, the provision 
authorizes appropriations to support two categories of grants to states:

 grants “for the purpose of addressing the opioid abuse crisis”; and

 grants for activities that supplement opioid-related activities undertaken by the state 
agency that administers the substance abuse block grant.



SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act

• Passed the House by a vote of 396-14; passed the Senate by a vote of 
99-1.

• The law includes numerous grant programs for FYs 2019 - 2023:

• Reauthorization of the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Grant Program at $330 
million annually;

• Reauthorization of the State Response to the Opioid Abuse Crisis grants at 
$500 million annually;

• Authorization for the Pilot Program for Public Health Laboratories to Detect 
Fentanyl and Other Synthetic Opioids at $15 million annually; and

• Authorization for the Comprehensive Opioid Recovery Centers grant 
program at $10 million annually.



W H AT CAN  YO U  D O ?



Additional steps and policy changes the federal 
government could adopt to address the opioid 
epidemic and better assist local stakeholders
• Despite reauthorizing and creating several new grant programs, the total 

new spending from the three recent opioid-related laws still falls short of 
the tens of billions of dollars that experts say is needed to quickly reverse 
the opioid epidemic.

• Congress could go much bolder: In February 2018, the New York Times 
asked 30 experts how they would spend $100 billion over five years to 
address the opioid epidemic - a number comparable to how much the U.S. 
spends domestically on HIV/ AIDS. The consensus of the experts was that 
any effective strategy should include funding for four major areas: 
treatment (47% of spending), harm reduction (15% of spending), and 
both demand (27% of spending) and supply-focused (11% of spending) 
solutions.



What local governments can do to better advocate 
for support to combat the opioid epidemic

• Annual Appropriations : lobby your Congressional 
delegation to ensure that currently authorized opioid-
related grants programs are fully funded each fiscal year.

• Policy Changes: advocate for policies that would benefit 
your local community. This can be directly with your 
Congressional delegation or through relevant national 
organizations.

• Apply for Grant Funding : utilize existing streams of federal 
money to benefit your local community by applying for 
competitive grant funding.



2019 in Review

• HHS awarded $9 billion in grants to states and localities 
➤ SAMHSA awarded approximately $932 million to all 50 states as part of its 

Opioid Response grants 

• Programmatic tendencies – funding filtered through medical consortia, 
non-profit or the states; limited eligibility of localities

• 2018-2019 solicitations placed emphasis on funding “task forces” and 
data collection throughout affected communities

• In November 2018, TFG released a Special Report on the Opioid Crisis 
Federal Funding Guide, which included information on 37 grants and 
funding opportunities available to states, local governments, and non-
profits



What to expect in 2020

Last month, the Trump Administration announced the 
availability of $1.8 billion to combat the opioid crisis.

• The CDC announced more than $900 million in new funding for a 
three-year cooperative agreement with states, territories, and 
localities to advance the understanding of the opioid epidemic and 
scale up prevention and response activities. 

• Continuation of opioid related grant funding.



Grant Programs on the Horizon – Q1 2020
• Adult Drug Court Discretionary Grant Program: Funds projects that establish and enhance drug 

court services. Opioid abuse reduction is a focus of the program. 

Projected Release: FY20 solicitation likely to be released Q1 of 2020. 

• Opioid Affected Youth Initiative: Supports the development and implementation of an 
effective, data-driven, coordinated response that addresses the abuse of opioids and provides 
services to improve public safety and outcomes for children, youth, and their families. 

Projected Release: FY20 solicitation likely to be released Q1 of 2020.

• Justice Reinvestment Initiative: Reducing Violent Crime by Improving Justice System 
Performance: Provides funding to develop, implement, and test innovative and research-based 
responses to high-cost drivers of crime and other public safety and community challenges.

Projected Release: FY19 solicitation likely to be released Q4 of 2019 or Q1 of 2020. 

• Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant Program: Opioid: Supports treatment for, and 
prevention of, opioid use disorder in rural areas with populations of 20,000 or less. 

Projected Release: FY20 solicitation likely to be released Q1 of 2020. 



Grant Programs on the Horizon – Q2 of 2020 

• Re-Employment Support and Training for the Opioid Related 
Epidemic (RESTORE) Grant Program

• COPS: Anti-Heroin Task Force

• Strategies for Policing Innovation

• Juvenile Drug Treatment Court Program 

• Family Drug Court Program 

• Drug-Free Communities Support Program



TFG Opioid Response 
Webinar

November  20th



Jennifer Imo: jimo@tfgnet.com

Kristi More: kmore@tfgnet.com

Zach Israel: zisrael@tfgnet.com

Roger Gwinn: rgwinn@tfgnet.com

202-331-8500

www.thefergusongroup.com
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